ssday,June 22,2016 www.yorkshireeveningpost.co.uk

YORKSHIREEVENINGPOST | 29

29

VOLUNTEERING|

Cassie Irving

@ cassie.irving@jpress.co.uk
@ @LeedsNews

FORMER LEEDS MP John Bat-
tleis one of 600 volunteer mem-
bers of the St Vincent de Paul
Society (SVP).

Mr Battle, who represented
Leeds West from 1987 to 2010, is
both a parish member and pa-
tron of the charity.

The SVP helps thousands of
people in need in Leeds and Mr
Battle is one of the volunteer
members committed to mak-
ing a difference in the lives of
the poor.

While training to be a priest,

Former
MP backs
charity

Mr Battle spent time engaging
with pastoral community work.

He helped build up tenants’
associations in Liverpool, and
gained a great sense of purpose
and reward from doing practi-
cal work with local people.

He moved to Leeds to make
contact with a religious com-
munity who were ordinary
workers living in an ordinary
house but managing to live a
“life of contemplation in a world
of action”.

Later, his life would lean
from prayer towards action,
when asked to stand as a coun-
cillor and later as an MP.

After retiring from Parlia-
ment, he decided he wanted to
take on community work and
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VOLUNTEER: Former Leeds MP John Battle (centre).

looked at various projects to en-
gage with. The St Vincent’s Sup-
port Centre in Leeds, part of the
SVP, appealed to him.

He became a trustee and
works avidly to raise funds and
the profile of the Centre.

He also understands the val-
ue of reaching out to people

in need at grassroots level and
joined his local SVP group con-
ference at his parish.

Here he visits lonely isolated
people, and once again his lis-
tening ear and ability to tune in
to people’s needs and dreams is
at the forefront of his work.

He said: “In all these people

]

I see great, gentle, unassum-
ing warmth. They do not shout
about what they do but serve
others with deep compassion
and kindness.

“What gives me energy is not
jogging or taking tablets.

“People give me energy. Peo-
ple inspire.”
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EDUCATION

Final for
gifted duo

TWO TALENTED youngsters
from Leeds have beaten com-
petition from more than 75,000
others to reach the national fi-
nal of a spelling bee competi-
tion at Anglia Ruskin Univer-
sity.

The Grammar School at
Leeds year seven pupils Tho-
mas Flint (Spanish language)
and Uma Schuth (French lan-
guage) will be amongst 108 na-
tional finalists who have been
given 200 words to learn in
their chosen language for the fi-
nal on July 1.

The winner of the Routes
into Languages National Spell-
ing Bee will be the pupil who
can correctly translate and then
spell the most words in 60 sec-
onds.

Sarah Schechter, who is the
project manager for Routes
into Languages East at Anglia
Ruskin University, said: “We're
very excited to be able to give
these talented youngsters a
chance to show their flair for
languages.”

+ Fly from Heathrow Airport
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Tuesday departures, 20 September & 4 October 2016

Price Includes...

enjoying a tour of the island

War started
view the beautiful Fall colours

Maple Sugarworks

v Return flight from Heathrow airport direct to Bostont
v/ 9 nights’ accommodation and American breakfast at selected New England hotels
v Tour of Cape Cod with its miles of unspoilt sandy beaches & picturesque

fishing villages, with free time in Chatham
v Visit to the charming village of Woods Hole and ferry to Martha’s Vineyard,

v Visits to Plymouth Rock and Plimoth Plantation
v Half-day Boston city tour with free time to explore the city’s many attractions

v/ Ocean drive tour of Rhode Island with spectacular views of the Atlantic ocean

v Visit to the battlefields of Lexington & Concord where the American Revolutionary

v Visit to Quechee Gorge and Woodstock, Vermont with plenty of time to
v Tours of Ben & Jerry’s ice cream factory, Cold Hollow Cider Mill & Morse Farm

v One piece of hold luggage per person
v All airport taxes and security charges

For more information or

:; 8 days, by AIR
Mﬁl 799”

View product online at
www.omega-holidays.com/HLC902

The advertised price is correct as of 13 June 2016 and is based upon departure from Heathrow airport on 20 September 2016.

Connections available from Leeds Bradford airport from £200pp

Reader travel

Vermont
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Beach in Maine

Organised by Omega Holidays plc, ABTA V4782. ATOL Protected 6081.
Single supplements apply. Subject to availability. *We have included the
current flight price within the above package price. Should the cost of
flights change the package price may vary. The final price will be confirmed
to you at time of booking.

0113 819 9105

OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.30 SAT 8.30-17.30 SUN 10.00-16.30

to book, please call:
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OmegaHols (@0megaHols OmegaHols





